GRO 

Gro'geram. 1 n. f. [gr os grain, French; groffogranus , low 
Gro'gram. > Latin, Ainfwortb.] Stuff" woven with large 
Gro'gran. j woof and a rough pile. 

Certes they’re neatly cloth’d : I of this mind am, 

Your only wearing is your grogerarn . Donne. 

Natolia affords great ffore of chamelots and grograms. Sandy s. 
Some men will fay this habit of John’s was neither of 
camel’s fldn nor any coarfe texture of its hair, but rather fome 
finer weave of camelot, grogram, or the like. Brown’s V ul. Err. 

The natural fweetnefs and innocence of her behaviour 
{hot me through and through, and did more execution upon 
me in grogram than the grcateft beauty in town had ever done 
in brocade. Addifon s Spectator. 

Plain goody would no longer down ; 

’Twas madam in her grogr m gown. Swift . 

Groin, n.f [Of uncertain derivation. ] The part next the 
thigh. 

The fatal dart arrives. 

And through the border oi his buckler drives ; 

Pafs’d through and pierc’d his groin ; the deadly wound 
Caff from his chariot, roll’d him on the ground. Dryden. 
Gro'mwell. n.f [ litbofpermum , Latin.] Gromill or gray- 
mill. A plant. 

The cup of the flower confifts of one leaf, cut into five 
long narrow fegments : the flower, which is, for the moft part, 
fmall, confifts of one leaf, is funnel-fiiaped, and open at the 
top : the pointal is incompafied by four embryo’s, which be- 
come fo many roundifh hard polifhed feeds. Miller . 

Groom, n.f [gram, Dutch.] 

1. A boy ; a waiter ; a fervant. 

Theh Galled fLe a groom , that forth him led 
Into a goodly lodge. Fairy Queen, b. i. 

From Egypt’s king ambafladours they come ; 

Them many a fquire attends, and many a groom. Fairfax. 

Think then, my foul ! that death is but a groom 
Which brings a taper to the outward room. Donne. 

In the time of Edward VI. lived Sternhold, whom king 
Henry his father, a little before, had made groom of his cham- 
ber, for turning of certain of David’s pfalms into verfe. 

Feacbam on Poetry. 

Would’ft thou be touch’d 

By the prefuming hands of faucy grooms ? Dryd. Don Sebajl. 

Amid’ the fold he rages, nor the fheep 
Their fhepherds, nor the grooms their bulls can keep. Dryd. 

2. A young man. 

1 prefume for to intreat this groom. 

And filly maid, from danger to redeem. Fairfax , b. ii. 

3. A man newly married. 

By this the brides are wak’d, their grootos are drefs d ; 

All Rhodes is fummon’d to the nuptial feaft. Dryden. 

Groove, n.f. [from grave.] 

1. A deep cavern, or hollow in mines. 

Pie might, to avoid idlenefs, work in a groove or mine-pit 
thereabouts, which at that time was little efteemed. Boyle. 

2. A channel or hollow cut with a tool. 

The fcrew-plate is a kind of fteel well tempered, with 
feveral holes in it, each lefs than other ; and in thofe holes are 
threads grooved inwards, into which grooves fit the refpeclive 
taps that belong to them. Moxon’s Mecb. Exer. 

To Groove, v.a. [from the noun.] To cut hollow. 

The plates of iron faftened at the bottom of the box pre- 
ferved the balance while it fell, and every joint of it was well 
r-rooved. Gulliver’s Travels. 

To GROPE, v. n. [ 5J-apan, Saxon. ] To feel where one can- 
not fee. 

My fea-gown fcarf about me, in the dark 
Grop'd I, to find out them. Sbakefpeare’s Hamlet. 

We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we 
had r.o eyes. If E x * 10, 

They meet with darknefs in the cleared light; 

And grope at noon, as if involv’d with night. Sandys. 

A boy was groping for eels, and laid his hand upon a 
fnake. L’Ef range. Fable 131. 

This, no doubt, is better for men than that they fhould in 
the dark grope after knowledge; as St. Paul tells us all nations 
did after God. Locke. 

He heard us in our courfe, 

And with his out-ftretch’d arms around him grop’d. Addifon. 

O truth divine ! enlighten’d by thy ray, 

I grope and guefs no more, but fee my way. Arbuthnot. 
To Grope, v.a. To fearch by feeling in the dark; to feel 
without being able to fee. 

How vigilant to grope mens thoughts, and to pick out fome- 
what whereof they might complain. Hayward. 

They have left our endeavours to grope them out by twi- 
light, and by darknefs almoft to difeover that, whofe exiftence 
is evidenced by light. Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

But Strephon, cautious, never meant 
The bottom of the pan to grope. Swift. 

Gro'per. n.f. [from grope.] One that fearches in the dark. 
GROSS, adj. [gros, French; groffo, Italian; craffus, Latin.] 

1. Thick; bulky. 
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The crows and choughs, that wing the midway air 
Shew fcarce fo grofs as beetles. SbakeJ'p. King £ Wr 

There are two grofs volumes concerning the power of 
popes. Eater cn Learning 

2. Shameful ; unfeemly. 

He ripely confidcred how grofs a thing it were for men of 
his quality, wife and grave men, to live with fueh a multi- 
tude, and to be tenants at will under them. Hooker , Preface 
They can fay that in do&rine, in difeipline, in prayers, and 
in facraments, the church of Rome hath very foul and grofs 
corruptions. Hooker , b. i v> 

So far hath the natural underftariding, even of fundry whole 
nations, been darkened, that they have not difeerned, no, not 
grofs iniquity to be fin. Hooker , h. i, 

3. "intellectually coarfc ; palpable; impure; unrefined. 

To all fenfe ’tis grfs 
You love my fon : invention is afham’d, 

Againft the proclamation of thy paflion, 

Tb fay thou do’ft not. Shakefp. All’s well that ends well' 
Examples grofs as earth exhort me. Shakefp. Hamlet. 
Like grofs terms, 

The prince will in the pcrfe&nefs of time 
Caft off" his followers. Sbakefp. Henry VI. £j| t 

Belial came laft, than whom a fpirit more lewd 
Fell not from heaven, or mor e grofs to love 
Vice for itfelf. Milton’s Paradife Lof , b. 

Is not religion fo perfe&ly good in itfelf, above all, in its 
Author, that, without the grofteft fenfuality, we cannot but 
adfnife it. Spratt’s Sermons. 

It is a grofs miftake of fome men, to think that our wants 
only and imperfections do naturally induce us to be bene* 
ficent. Smalridge’s Sermons. 

4. Inelegant; difproportionate in bulk. 

The fun’s oppreflive ray the rofeat bloom 
Of beauty blafting, gives the gloomy hue. 

And feature grofs. Tbomfdn’s Surnmn. 

5. Thick ; not refined ; not pure. 

It is manifeft, that when the eye ftandeth in the finer mn- 
dium, and the objeCt is in the grofjer, things fhew greater; 
but contrariwife, when the eye is placed in the groffer me- 
dium, and the objeCt in the finer. Bacons Natural JHi/iorp 
Of elements, 

The gr offer feeds the purer ; earth the lea. 

Earth and the fea feed air. Milton’s Paradife Lof, b. v. 
Light fumes are merry, groffer fumes are fad ; 

Dr ) din’s Falla, 


PoJ. 


Dam, 

Milton. 


Both are the reafonable foul run mad. ury 

Or fuck the mifts in groffer air below, 

Or dip their pinions in the painted bow. 

6. Stupid ; dull. 

If fhe doth then the fubtile fenfe excel, 

How grofs are they that drown her in the blood ? 

And in clear dream and folemn vifion, 

Tell her of things that no grofs ear can hear. 

Some men give more light and knowledge by the bare Hating 
of the queftion with perfpicuity and juftnefs, than others by 
talking of it in grofs confufion for whole hours together .IVatti. 

7. Coarle; rough; oppofite to delicate. . 

Fine and delicate fculptures are helped with nearnefs, an 
grfs with diftance. FV ittoh’s AfchiteVurt, 

8. Thick; fat; bulky. 

Gross, n.f. [from the adje&ive.] 

1. The main body ; the main force. 

The Belgians hop’d, that with diforder’d hafte 
The deep-cut keels upon the fands might run; 

Or, if with caution leifurely were paft, 

Their numerous grofs might charge us one by one. Dr) M 
Several cafuifts are of opinion, that, in a battle, youl on 
difeharge upon the grofs of the enemy, without levelling }0U 
piece a? any particular perfon. Addifon’ s Freeholder. 

The grofs of the people can have no other P ra 
changes and revolutions than of publick blcffmgs. Jr ’ 

2. The bulk; the whole not divided into its feveral parts. 

Certain general inducements are ufed to make few e ) 

caufe in grofs. H t\' 

There was an opinion in grofs, that the foul was 




in gross , mat uic 

mortal. Abbot’s Defcription of the iVo 

Remember, fon, 

You are a general : other wars require you ; , . 

For fee the Saxon grofs begins to move. Dryden s • 
Notwithftanding the decay and lofs of fundry tra 
manufactures, yet, in the grfs, we fhip off now on ^ 
part more of the manufactures, as alfo lead and tin, 
did twenty years paft. Child's Difcourje m 

. Not individual, but a body together. . , . t h eV 

He hath ribbons of all the colours i’ th rain .° J.q’di, 
come to him by the grofs. Sbakefpeare s Win e 

I cannot inftantly raife up the grofs ri/Aici, 

Of full three thoufand ducats. Shakef. Merchant of r ^ 
You fee the united defign of many peifons to rna r e ^ 
figure: after they have feparated themfelves in xnan ^ ; .^ ;Ji 
divifions, they rejoin one by one into a grofs. 

a.. The 
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a. The chief part ; the main maTs. 

** Comets, out of queftion, have likewife power and effeCt 
over the grofs and mafs of things. Bacon, Ejfay 24. 

The articulate founds are more confufed, though the grofs 
©f the found be greater. Bacon’s Natural Hifiory. 

5. The number of twelve dozen. [ Groffe , French.] 

It is made up only of that fimple idea of an unite repeated ; 
and repetitions of this kind, joined together, make thofe dif- 
tinCt fimple modes of a dozen, a grofs, and a million. Locke. 

Gro'ssly. adv. [from grofs.] 

1. Bulkily; in bulky parts; coarfely : as, this matter is grofsly 
pulverized. 

2 . Without fubtilty; without art; without delicacy; without 
refinement; coarfely; palpably. 

Such kind of ceremonies as have been fo grofsly and fhame- 
fully abufed in the church of Rome, where they remain, are 
fcandalous. Hooker , b.lv.f. 12, 

Treafon and murder ever kept together, 

As two yoke devils fworn to others purpofe; 

Working fo grofsly in a natural caufe, 

That admiration did not whoop at them. Sbakefp. Hen. V. 

And thine eyes 

See it fo grofsly fhown in thy behaviour. 

That in their kind they fpeak it. Sbakefpeare. 

What ! are we cuckolds ere we have deferv'd it ? 

— Speak not fo grofsly. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 

What I have faid has been forced from me, by feeing a 
noble fort of poetry fo happily reftored by one man, and fo 
grofsly copied by almoft all the reft. Dryden. 

If at any time I fpeak of light and rays as coloured, or 
endued with colours, I would be underftood to fpeak not phi- 
lofophically and properly, but grofsly , and according to fuch 
conceptions as vulgar people, in feeing all thefe experiments, 
would be apt to frame. Newton’s Opt. 

While it is fo difficult to learn the fprings and motives of 
fome facls, it is no wonder they fhould be fo grofsly mifrepre- 
fented to the publick by curious inquifitive heads. Swift. 

Gro'ssness. n.f [from grofs. ] 

1. Coarfenefs; not fubtilty ; thicknefs; greatnefs of parts. 

I lie purpofe is perfpicuous even as fubftance, . 

Whofe grofjnefs little charaders fum up. Sbakefpeare. 

And I will purge that mortal grofjnefs fo. 

That thou fhalt like an airy fpirit go. Sbakefpeare. 

The caufe of the epilepfy from the ftomach is the grofjnefs 
of the vapours which rife and enter into the cells of the brain. 

< 1 Bacon’s Natural Hifiory , N°. 966. 

i hen all this earthy grofjnefs quit ; 

Attir’d with ftars we fhall for ever fit. 

Triumphing over death. Milton. 

. So * his t,ein g the firft colour which vapours begin to refled* 
it ought to be the colour of the fineft and moft tranfparent 
Ikies, in which vapours are not arrived to that grofjnefs requi- 
Ike to reflea other colours. JAtat, Opt. 

hor envy d wit, like Sol eclips’d, was known 
Th oppofing body’s groffnefs, not its own. Pope. 

2. Inelegant fatnefs ; unwieldy corpulence * 

Wife men, that be over-fat and flefhy, go to foiourn abroad 
at the temperate diet of fome fober man ; and fo, by little 
llttIe > eat awa y the groffnefs that is in them. Afcbam. 
3 'nefs frefincment; want of delicac y ; intelleflual coarfe- 

I was three or four times in the thought they were not fai- 
ries ; and yet the guiltmefs of my mind drove the grcjjhefs of 
Wh^ 1 ^ T 3 rcceived b elief that they were fairies. Shot. 

' r may Want ’ ’ tis free at leaft from the 
^ f 1Q k ^ U hs I mentioned. Drvdm 

thinks'to ItFcfJ f ! n the mind of that man i who 

P r each a lad y s heart by wounding her ears ! ClarilTa 

Grot [grMe> French j ^ 

vern for coolnefs and pleafure. ’ a 

In the remote!! wood and lonely grot, 

Certam to meet that word of evils, thought. p rior 

Awful fee the Egenan grot. n ' 

G D°iftorte^ U of fat 1 snt ^ tte \ French 5 Italiam] 

JJtttorted of hgurc ; unnatural ; wildly formed. J 

_ The champaign head 

Of a fteep wildernefs, whofe hairy fides 

u 0Ver8r0Wn ’ orttefque and wild, 

Accefs deny’d. ParMc LoO b iv 

out ofTmr^ for°rfmce r is1h P at etry ^ which k 

j ' 1 a • the perfons and aftions Sl^cete alllnna’ 
charafters of 6 ma p ne , rs falfe , that is, inconftfting with the 
hUnce a :Lhfs mankmd: gnUfiUe paiMin S is thefuft refet 

NoH hide ° US figure of their foes they 

And th" ’ n °r ° oks ’ nor ftades > nor colours true 1 

GRQ'TTof ' ” 0 f f f\r n r d l ft F CC ° S°° rS ' F ^ e ’ s Sat °f Horace 

[grotte, French j ^Italian.] A cavern"; 
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cave made for coolnefs. It is not ufed properly Of a dark ho r* 
rid cavern. 

Their carelefs chiefs to the cool grotto’s run, 

The bow’rs of kings, to fhade them from the fun. Dryden . 
This was found at the entry of th c gretto in the Peak. 

IVoodward on Fofjls. 

Grove, n.f [from grave ] A walk covered by trees meeting 
above. 

I look’d toward Birnam, and anon methought 
The wood began to move: 

Within this three mile may you fee it coming; 

I fay, a moving grove. Sbakefpeare’ s Macbeth* 

Fortunate fields, and groves , and fiow’ry vales ; 

Thrice happy ifles ! Milton „ 

She left the flow’rv field, and waving grove. Blachnore* 
Ban ifh’d from courts and love. 

Abandon’d truth feeks fhelter in the grove. GranvilUt, 

Can fierce paffions vex his breaft, 

While every gale is peacej and every gfovt 
Is melody ? Thm fan’s Spring. 

To Gro'vel. v. n. [grifde, Illandick, fiat on the face. It may 
perhaps come by gradual corruption from ground feel.] 

1 . To lie prone ; to creep low on the ground. 

T he fteel- head paffage wrought) 

And through hisfiioulder pierc’d ; wherewith to ground 
He groveling fell, all gored in his gulhing wound. Fa. Qu. 

What fee’ft thou there? king Henry’s diadem) 

Inchas’d with all the honours of the world/ 

If fo, gaze on, and grovel on thy face. 

Until thy head be circled with the fame. Shakef Hen. IV 4 
Now they lie 

Groveling and proftrate on yon lake of fire. Milt. Par. Loft, 
Upon thy belly groveling thou flialt go. Milt. Par. Loft < 
Let us then conclude that all painters ought to require this 
part of excellence : not to do it, is to want courage, and not 
dare to. ftiew themfelves : ’tis to creep and grovel on the 
ground. ... Dryden’ s Dufrefnoy . 

2. 1 o be mean ; to be without dignity or elevation. 

I mult difclaim whate’er he can exprefs ; 

His graveling fenfe will ftiow my paffion lefs. Dryden. 

Several thoughts may be natural which are low and gro - 

r 0 Addijon s Spectator* 

GROUND, n.f [^jiunb, Saxon ; grondt, Danifti.j 

1. 1 he earth, conlidered as folid, or as low. 

Ifrael fhall go on dry ground through the fea. Ex. xiv. j6> 
From the other hill 

To their fix’d ftation, all in bright array. 

The cherubim defeended, on the ground 

Gliding meteorous. Mih. Par. Lbjl. 

2. I he earth as diftinguifhed from air or water. 

I have made man and beaft upon the ground. Jer xxvii c 
There was dew upon all the^r-W J u dg. vi. 40! 

It light on him as dew falleth on the ground. 2 Stffxvii 12* 
loo late young Turnus thedelufion found ; 

Far on the fea, ftill making from the ground. Dryden’ s AEm 

3. Band ; country’. * 

The water breaks its bounds, 

And overflows the level grounds. Hudibras 

4. Region ; territory. 

With thrfe came they, who from the bord’ring flood 
ut old Euphrates to the brook that parts 
tfSypt from Syrian ground, had general names 

5 . r." f£r,"2r 1 ' 

Uneafy ftill within thefe narrow bounds, 

Thy next defign is on thy neighbours orounds ‘ 

Uis crop invites, to full perfection grown ; 

, own ( eem , s becaufe it is thy own. Dryd. fuveiu 

6. The floor or level of the place. ' ** 

Wherefore fhould I finite thee to the ground? 2 Sa ii. 22. 
Dagon was fallen on h is face to the ground. t Sa.v.A. 

A multitude fit on the ground. jig n . , 

^liquofs/ keSi feCCS; that Which fettles at thc bottom 3 of 

W y - th fft m Cyde \' verju!ce ’ Pour drink, or grounds. Mart 
Some infill upon having had particular fuccefs in ftoppin; 

sssaftsar 

*■ *3“ ,hith th ' ‘VS: 

• When folid bodies, fenf.ble to the 

placed on light and tranfnarem- <rrr., , r V anC ^ ^ ar ^ } are 
heavens, th! clouds “SSb ? the 

is in motion, and void of different obieiS rh* th ‘ n ! Wh ‘ ch 
more rough, and more diftinguiQiab! c J thin 
they are encompaffed. ’ j! that w «h which 

9. The fundamental fubftance; that by 'J en 

accidental parts are fupported } ths addl »°« a l 01 

Indeed 




